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Why do we have to do this?

A During the FMD outbreak in 2001 it became clear that the EU
system of sheep identification and tracing needed to be improved.
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A The EU response to this was to introduce regulation that required
every sheep to be individually recorded every time it moved

between holdings @
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Why do we have to do this?

A ltis generally accepted that individual recording of sheep cannot
be accomplished without electronic identification.

For member states with large national flocks (over 600,000
animals), the regulations states that the sheep have to be
electronically identified to achieve this. The UK presently has
15,616,000 breeding ewes 1 this is the largest flock in Europe.
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A These regulations are designed to be a disease control measure.
It is widely recognised that they do very little to achieve this aim.

A This is a devolved issue, but it is vital that implementation is the
same throughout the UK for cross border marketing opportunities.
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Background

A EC Council Regulation 21/2004 on the identification of sheep (and
goats) was adopted in 2003

A Phased approach to implementing new rules:
double tagging (2005)
EID and individual recording (2008)

A Two-year delay secured to introduction of (Electronic Identification)
and individual recording was established

A Individual recording and EID (in member states with large flocks)
has now be implemented across the EU from 31 December 2009.
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This has resulted in a long battle

A Years of discussion and argument between industry and Defra have
lead to considerable change to the regulation, but despite the best
efforts of NSA and others, it remains in place. However it is much
amended from what it was.

A 2 Formal consultation exercises
March 2009 7 Launch of 3 month consultation 7 basic implementation

August 2009 T Supplementary consultation
A Central Point Recording
A Electronic Slaughter Tags

A New legislation is now in place in England from 31 December 2009
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This is a devolved issue, but it is vital that implementation is the
same throughout the UK for cross border marketing opportunities.
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Central Point Recording

>

Sheep can be read electronically on behalf of the farmer at Central Point
Recording Centres (CPRCs)

>

These centres will be at registered locations e.g. markets, abattoirs,
collection centres, possibly even some farms

>

The availability of these centres greatly reduces the need for farmers to
have reading equipment and associated IT

The sheep have a batch movement document when moving to CPRC. There are
conditions:

Batches of animals physically separated where transported in multiple pickups.

The centres must be approved

Within 48 hours the individual numbers are recorded in the keepers holding register
Within 48 hours the individual movement information is sent to the local authority (by

CPRC). @
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|dentification

A All sheep born or identified after 31 December 2009
must have 2 identifiers, one of which will be electronic

A EXxcept those intended for slaughter within 12 months
of age
Single electronic slaughter tag
Single non electronic slaughter batch tag

A Extensively reared sheep must be identified before 9
months of age or before they leave the holding of birth

A You are not required to use EID for the existing flock
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|dentification

A EID ear tag is yellow (whether one of a
pair or a slaughter tag).

A It Is recommended that the electronic tag
IS Inserted Into the left ear as viewed from
behind the sheep to aid reading at CPRCs

&

—




