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A bit of history
Lƴ мфпн άtǊƻǇƻǎŀƭǎ ŦƻǊ ŜȄǘŜƴǎƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ aƛƭƪ wŜŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ƛƴ 
9ƴƎƭŀƴŘ ŀƴŘ ²ŀƭŜǎ ǳƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ŀǳǎǇƛŎŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ aa.έ ǿŜǊŜ ǇǳōƭƛǎƘŜŘΦ ¢ƘŜ 
ŀƛƳǎ ŀƴŘ ƻōƧŜŎǘƛǾŜǎ ǿŜǊŜ ǘƻ άŀǎǎƛǎǘ ŀƴŘ ŜƴŎƻǳǊŀƎŜ Ƴƛƭƪ ǇǊƻŘǳŎŜǊǎ ǘƻ ǊŜŎƻǊŘ 
milk yields of cows in their herds in order that the management and 
performance of the dairy herds shall be improved for increased milk 
ǇǊƻŘǳŎǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ ǿŀǊ ǘƛƳŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜǊŜŀŦǘŜǊΦέ

By 1953, NMR recorded 25 percent of all dairy 
cows

June 1990 saw the introduction of somatic cell 
counting as an NMR service. Within two and a 
half years over 65 per cent of all samples were 
tested for cell count and today all samples are 
tested for cell count.

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Karel_Dujardin_-_Woman_Milking_a_Red_Cow.jpg


National Milk Records:  Where now?

- £11.5m turnover with 200 staff

- circa 350 milk recorders

- Milk recording for 6,000 farms plus basic testing 
for a further 1,400

- On farm software: InterHerd, ImpelPro, InterHerd 
Plus

- Web based reporting:  Herd Companion

Total lactating 
animals

720,255

Youngstock 776,611

Total live animals 1,496,866



National Milk Laboratories:  Where now?

- Turnover of £3.5m and staff of 46

- Payment testing for over 95% of GB herds

- Testing once a week for SCC, fat, protein, 
urea, bactoscan, FPD and antibiotics

- Statutory testing for brucellosis and EBL

- Provision of microbiology and disease testing 
services



NMR Group locations 


