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The Environmental
Challenge for Dairy Farmers

Tom Hind
NFU Chief Dairy Adviser
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Introduction

• Background + perspective
• Short-term pressures – NVZs
• Longer-term challenges
• Climate change

• Industry strategy

The NFU champion British farming, and provide profe ssional representation and services to its farmer a nd grower membersThe NFU champions British farming, and provide prof essional representation and services to its farmer and grower members



2

The NFU champion British farming, and provide profe ssional representation and services to its farmer a nd grower membersThe NFU champions British farming, and provide prof essional representation and services to its farmer and grower members

Serious Pollution Incidents –
England and Wales
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Is it all bad?
• Methane and ammonia emissions falling
• Farmer’s energy efficiency improved by 20%

1990-2004)
• For the 15 years from 1990 pollution incidents

from farming has fallen by 92% in England and
Wales

• 91% of dairy farmers carry out water saving
tactics

• Thousands of farmers worldwide involved in
environmental stewardship schemes
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Mean Nitrates in
rivers by river
basin district 2005

Water Pollution - Nitrates
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NVZs – key issues

• Extension of designated area

• Closed periods (3-5 months)
• Storage requirements
• Farm loading limits
• Cover crops
• Financial/ technical support
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Slurry Storage – how do farmers
stand?

• NFU north west survey
– Cheshire: 64% don’t meet 22 week storage requirement
– Cumbria:  69% don’t meet 22 week storage requirement
– Lancashire: 55% don’t meet 22 week storage requirement

• County Council Farms
– Devon County Council Farm Estate
– 55 dairy farms with inadequate storage
– £5M cost estimate

• NFU/Dairy UK estimate storage cost an average of £5 0,000
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Derogation

• Nitrates Directive sets upper limit
for nitrate application from all
organic sources of 170kgs/ha

• Member states may derogate
from this requirement

• 60% of UK dairy herd above this
whole farm limit (see hatched
line)

• NFU pressing for derogation from
whole farm limit
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Timetable

• Closure of consultation 13/12/07

• SI proposed March/ April
• Entry into force May/ June
• Phased introduction of storage

requirements – 2 years +?
• Derogation
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Longer-term challenges

• Water pollution – implementation of Water
Framework Directive

• Soil – pressure for greater measures
• Air pollution - Ammonia
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2005: 263 kt NH3
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Air Pollution - Ammonia
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Climate Change
– The
Perception?
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Worldwide
Greenhouse

Gas Emissions
by Sector in

2004

(IPCC 2007 WG III)
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Taking Responsibility
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Integrated solutions?!
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Thank you

Tom Hind
NFU Chief Dairy Adviser

Thomas.Hind@nfu.org.uk
www.nfuonline.com


