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Wednesday 2 & 
Thursday 3 July

Do you want to be prepared for this 
coming season’s challenges, get a grip 

on your business and get ahead of the 
game? Then 2014 is the year to attend 
Livestock Event.
 Why? Because this event will provide 
you with the opportunity to talk to the 
trade, make forward purchasing decisions 
on feed and equipment, and discuss with 
processors future milk prices which will 
be essential to your business plan. 
 Attending Livestock Event is a must. 
We have designed the event to provide 
you with these and many more opportu-

nities, in particular to find out how to save 
money and improve your unit’s efficiency, 
whether it’s learning from some of the 
50 seminar sessions scheduled each day, 
investigating the very latest cutting edge 
technology and equipment, finding out 
more from the practical demonstrations 
or seeking advice from some of the 450 
plus exhibitors.
 Where else can you take in so much 
all on one day? What’s more, your tickets 
are included in your membership, free of 
charge, so use them.
 That’s not all. Quite simply Livestock 
Event is your event. It has become es-
tablished as the sector’s premier show-
case, it’s hugely professional and the one 
fixture in the calendar that I’d like 100% of 
RABDF members to get behind.
 Repeatedly, we believe that the more 
farmers attend the better, because this 
event is our shop window on the industry 
and we expect a huge turnout of influ-
encers and representatives from across 
the supply chain. Minister of Agriculture, 
George Eustice MP has accepted our 
invitation to officially open the event on 
the first day, providing you with a chance 
to discuss your concerns with him.
 Dairy farming continues to be in the 

spotlight: producers are being urged to 
take a tough approach to controlling 
TB, Defra is coming under increasing 
pressure over its slaughter movement 
requirements whilst plans to extend last 
year’s two pilot badger culls are fraught 
with continued concern. Farmers need to 
continue to pull together if this insidious 
disease is to be eradicated. The Livestock 
Event provides us with a very opportune 
time to do just that.
 Whatever the weather, make sure you 
mark Wednesday 2 and Thursday 3 July in 
your diary. A visit to the event is guaran-
teed to tick all the boxes. Not only will it 
provide you with down to earth advice on 
all aspects of dairy and livestock farming 
and but also offer you the best two days 
of this year, learning and doing business 
which will help keep your unit on track 
for the next 12 months. I can also guaran-
tee you a time away from the farm which 
you will really enjoy. 

RABDF vice chairman
Derrick Davies

For information on your 
member 
tickets  
please see 
page 4 

Our annual RABDF NMR Gold Cup 
open day hosted last month by 

current holders, the Higgins family, Bill 
and Margaret and their sons, Bill and 
Andrew at Wilderley Hall, Pulverbatch, 
Shrewsbury, once again proved to be the 
largest on farm event of its kind with 
over 1,000 visitors from throughout 
Britain and Northern Ireland. Following 
a series of presentations, visitors toured 
the commercially managed 350 cow ped-
igree Wilderley Holstein herd, currently 
averaging over 12,000 litres and closed 
for over 45 years.
 “This year has been mind-blowing 
for us as a team,” commented Andrew. 
“Following the euphoria of winning, 
we set out to showcase our system by 

putting facts and figures into the public 
domain to demonstrate that high yield-
ing housed Holstein cows can live long 
happy productive lives. This culminated in 
the open day where all the stock were 
the stars in our eyes despite being faced 
with hundreds of people in their space. 
Going forward, we want to maintain our 
position as one of the best UK dairy 
farms.”
 Kite Consulting’s Helen Evans 
commented: “The Higgins have made 
tremendous positive changes to their 
business over the last 20 years taking 
the herd from 120 cows averaging 7,000 
litres to its current size yielding over 
four million litres. Further expansion 
is in the pipeline with newly built 

accommodation featuring 184 cubicles. 
This family business has great dynamics 
and enormous drive and enthusiasm, it 
runs on good, tight management, whilst 
technical excellence is at the core.” 
 • The RABDF NMR Gold Cup 
2014 winner will be announced at Live-
stock Event on 2 July. Six entrants have 
made it to the finals from the initial 959 
qualifying herds. RABDF council member 
and judge, Lyndon Edwards said: “This 
is the industry’s sole award that focuses 
on a comprehensive business approach, 
including feeding, breeding and health, as 
well as the producer’s attitude to staffing, 
the environment and the milk market 
and a vision for the future that will 
inspire others likewise.”

RABDF NMR Gold Cup Open Day



Livestock Event 2014 Wednesday 2 & Thursday 3 July, The NEC, Birmingham

The Livestock Event provides you with 
a great opportunity to get away from 

the farm and take a fresh look at your 
business. It also offers the best value 
training for your partner, your family and 
your stockman. 
 The event will host over 450 trade ex-
hibitors and innovation will be key. More 
than 100 new products will be exhibited 
including over 30 launched at the event, 
along with a range of practical working 
demonstrations, essential not only for 
dairy farmers but also those farming beef 
and sheep. 
 Added to that will be information 
covering all technical, management and 
business aspects of the dairy and live-
stock industry from feeding and genetics 
to careers, recruitment, financial and 
environmental management.   
 Access is easy. By car, drive straight 
off the M42 or M6 to free parking, or by 
train or plane, Birmingham Internation-
al station and airport are less than 15 
minutes undercover walk away. On arrival 
you’ll find all the indoor exhibitors under 
one roof, divided into 11 colour coded 
product zones to make stands easier to 
locate.
 Overseas visitors will find a warm 
welcome in the new International Visitors 
Centre.

Come and learn......
We’ve organised four major areas - the 
Business Debates, Farm Health Planning 
Seminars, Feed Science Forums and 
Careers in Agriculture. Each will be staged 
in their own open discussion area with 
visitor seating, enclosed by glass panels. 
Visitors will be encouraged to participate, 
with the majority using voting keypads. 
See www.livestockevent.co.uk for time 
schedules.

Business Debates (BM177)
These debates will discuss some of the 
hottest topics and relevant issues im-
pacting on farming businesses within the 
livestock sector including the changing 
demand for UK milk post quota, guaran-
teeing revenue from solar farm technol-
ogy, an update on agricultural property 
and employment law, the latest business 
performance indicators, and an update on 
CAP Reform and RABDF’s Foundation 
for Collaboration. 
 The feature will also host a social 
media workshop and presentation of the 
IAgrM’s Farm Planner of the Year Award. 

Farm Health Planning (AH89)
Farmers and their vets will be teaming up 
to address some of the most common 
issues found among dairy enterprises 
including ketosis in transition cows, cow 
flow and housing design, mastitis and 
youngstock management.

Feed Science Forums (FF235)
These presentations will offer you prac-
tical science based advice and the latest 
ideas on feeding by some of the UK’s 
leading animal nutritionists and technical 

specialists. Areas to be covered include 
automatic feeding, mycotoxins, and yeasts.

Careers in Agriculture (BM194)
RABDF is organising a series of presenta-
tions to help guide students towards the 
wide range of employment opportunities 
available in this industry. We are also stag-
ing two sessions focusing on how to stay 
professional on social media, and the do’s 
and don’ts of writing a CV.  A separate 
clinic will offer visitors one to one advice 
on how to brush up on their CV.

Come and watch......
The National Dairy Show (Hall 18)
RABDF is organising this show featuring 
seven breeds and a comprehensive range 
of classes over two days of judging. It 
takes off on Wednesday with both the 
heifer and cow in milk classes, followed 
by the championships. Thursday starts 
with junior heifer classes and the junior 
championship, culminating in the RABDF 
Perpetual Challenge Trophy for the in-
terbreed championship and the Bledisloe 
Perpetual Trophy for best group of four.

More livestock (Hall 18)
The Aberdeen Angus and British Blue will 
join British Charolais for their respec-
tive national shows in the beef lines, 
on Wednesday afternoon, with entries 
exclusive to Breedplan recording mem-
bers. Thursday will feature stock judging 
for both British Blue and Charolais Young 
Breeders. 
 We will also be welcoming sheep for 
the first time with the National Lleyn 
Sheep Competition on Wednesday. 

Find out more......
Live robotics (Machinery Hall 16)
The world’s first combined live robotic 
feeding and milking system demonstra-
tion at an exhibition will feature 40 
loose housed cows milking though a Lely 
Astronaut A4 system, whilst the Lely 
Vector automatic feeding system will 
ensure they have continual access to a 
self-mixed ration in the feed passage. This 
new feature will complement a display 
of robotic equipment from the world’s 
leading milking machine and machinery 
manufacturers. 

Off road 4 x 4 and UTV test drives
Put the latest UTVs and some of the 
most popular work horse 4 x 4s through 
their paces on the venue’s 2km off-road 
test tracks featuring rough terrain and 
obstacles including bomb holes, humps, 
hills, articulation mounds and wet areas. 
Makes include Isuzu and Land Rover 
ranges plus a company trained instructor. 
UTV makes feature John Deere, JCB and 
Polaris.

Forage Field Exhibition (FF253)
A practical demonstration including seven 
steps for success in forage production 
organised by BGS and RABDF. It will in-
clude a look at soil health and the effects 
of compaction, whether to reseed or 
over seed, identifying and quantifying the 
effects of weeds in grass, advice on plate 
metering, guidance on using software to 
make the most from pasture, best advice 
when it comes to clamping, baling and 
wrapping silage and the benefits of more 
milk from grass. 

Focus on Feet (LE391)  
New for this year is Healthy Feet, a 
feature designed to help dairy farmers 
reduce the number of lame cows within 
the herd. It will include interactive mo-
bility scoring with accompanying footage, 
supported by DairyCo. In addition, foot 
trimming demonstrations will be four 
times a day and feature the most popular 
techniques supported by independent 
commentary with additional information 
provided on locomotion.

International Visitor Centre 
(MM298, Hall 6)
We will be offering international visitors 
guidance on how to locate products from 
UKTI and RABDF staff in the new over-
seas visitor centre.



2,3 Jul  The Livestock Event, The NEC, 
Birmingham
29 Jul Farmers Weekly Beef Farmer of 
the Year winner farm walk, Carmarthen
4 Sep  Commercial goat farm walk, 
Skipton
9 Sep Farmers Weekly Sheep Farmer of 
the Year winner farm walk, Powys
25 Sep RABDF Youngstock Walk, 
Dorset

RABDF Diary dates

MBA Agrifarm Scholarship 

Inaugural Farmers 
Weekly open day success

Stronger together 

Princess Royal Award made to Dr Sinclair Mayne

There is still time to complete the 
RABDF migrant labour survey. 
Please visit www.rabdf.co.uk/
Surveys/8/migrantlabour.htm 

Dr Sinclair Mayne has been present-
ed with the RABDF Princess Royal 

Award by Her Royal Highness at Buck-
ingham Palace. The honour was made for 
his outstanding services to the UK dairy 
industry. 
 Sinclair is currently Director of the 
Sustainable Agri-Food Sciences Division 
within the Agri-Food and Biosciences 
Institute (AFBI), based in Belfast, a posi-
tion which has a particular focus on the 
challenge of increasing food production 
in an environmentally sustainable way. He 
comes from a dairy farming background 
and has spent his career actively involved 
in grassland and animal production 
research, since graduating from Queen’s 
University, Belfast in 1980.
 Sinclair’s initial research work ex-
amined the effect of silage harvesting 
systems on milk output per hectare and 
the effect of concentrate protein level on 
dairy cow performance. During the 1980’s 
he led a research team at the Grassland 
Research Institute (GRI), North Wyke, 
Devon which developed new guidelines 
for grazing management systems based 
on sward height. Following his return to 
Northern Ireland, he worked in a range 
of dairy research areas, including develop-

ing new and improved grazing systems to 
predict silage intake potential.
 In addition to authoring and co-au-
thoring over 110 research papers, Sinclair 
is well known across the UK dairy sector 
through his engagement with dairy 
discussion groups and participation in 
other industry events and organisations, 
including recent terms as president of the 
British Society of Animal Science and the 
British Grassland Society.
 Sinclair commented: “It is really en-
couraging to see the current optimism 
and vibrancy within the UK dairy sector. 
I am convinced that there is real oppor-
tunity for significant growth within the 
sector, but increased market volatility 
means we must keep a sharp focus on 
production costs – this is where grass-
based systems have a strong competitive 
advantage. We also need to continue to 
innovate and improve efficiency through 
ongoing investment in research. Govern-
ment and industry need to work more 
closely together to ensure that research 
funding is targeted in the areas which will 
yield maximum benefit to the industry. I 
also firmly believe that greatest progress 
is made when researchers work closely 
with pioneering and innovative farmers.”

Dr Sinclair Mayne receives the RABDF Princess Royal Award from Her Royal Highness

The first of a series of open days we are 
organising hosted by Farmers Weekly 
Award winners was a huge success. 
More than 200 visitors travelled to 
SRUC’s Crichton Royal Farm, Dumfries 
last month where farm manager, Hugh 
McClymont, current holder of the Dairy 
Farmer of the Year title discussed some 
of the latest developments on the 500 
cow unit. They included making better 
use of manures on grassland enabling 
the amount of purchased fertiliser to be 
cut by two-thirds, and better choice of 
bull to breed the next cow generation. 

Livestock Event tickets

You will find enclosed your compli-
mentary ticket(s) – part of your 

RABDF membership benefits. If you 
would like to bring your friends and 
neighbours, you can purchase up to 
three additional tickets at a discounted 
rate of £14 each.  Alternatively they can 
buy a £20 a ticket and gain admission 
plus FREE day return coach transport 
from one of 34 marts in England and 

A series of regional meetings has been 
launched by RABDF Foundation For 
Collaboration, the new training pro-
gramme supported by Government’s 
Dairy Fund package designed to help 
English dairy farmers increase their 
competitiveness, access new markets, 
strengthen their position in the dairy 
supply chain and ultimately, secure their 
long term future in the dairy industry.
 For further details on forthcoming 
regional meetings, workshops and study 
tours please email lucymellor@rabdf.
co.uk or call 0845 458 2711 
www.rabdfcollaboration.co.uk 

If you are interested in developing busi-
ness skills, then consider an MBA Agri-
farm Scholarship at Cranfield University 
School of Management. The scholarship, 
which can be completed in one or two 
years, part-time or full-time, provides re-
cipients with a substantial contribution 
towards the cost of studying. “British 
agriculture is scientifically and technical-
ly excellent, however there is a lack of 
business culture and acumen. This MBA 
offers farmers and agricultural profes-
sionals the opportunity to learn valuable 
business skills,” says scheme founder, 
John Beckett. For further details contact 
johnbeckett@beltoncheese.co.uk

Wales, thanks to support from the 
Livestock Auctioneers Association. This 
coach service is also free to all RABDF 
members if you book online. 
 Please visit www.livestockevent.co.uk 
or call 0845 458 2711. 


