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Livestock Event 2015 
Wednesday 8 & 
Thursday 9 July

Do you want to get away for the day 
and seek some fresh thinking that will 

keep your business on track and remain 
competitive? Then Livestock Event is a 
must this year.
 Why? Because this event will provide 
you with the opportunity to talk to the 
trade, you’ll be able to share information 
and ideas and pick up no nonsense practi-
cal advice whether it’s on forward buying 
to take better control of feed costs or 
scoping out the latest on milk contracts.
  We have designed the event to provide 
you with these and many more opportu-
nities. Find out how to save money and 
improve your unit, whether it’s learning 
from some of the seminar sessions sched-
uled for each day, investigating the very 
latest cutting edge technology and equip-
ment, finding out more from the practical 
demonstrations or seeking advice from 
some of the 400 plus exhibitors, all under 
one roof and in easy to locate coloured 
zones. 
 Added to that are over 100 new prod-
ucts and concepts – all designed to help 
you save money and stay a head of the 
game.
 Where else can you take in so much all 
in one day? What’s more, your tickets are 
included in your membership, so use them.
 That’s not all. Quite simply Livestock 
Event is your event. It has become es-
tablished as the sector’s premier show-
case, it’s hugely professional and the one 
fixture in the calendar that I’d like 100% of 
RABDF members to get fully behind.
 We believe that the more farmers 
attend the better, because this event is 
our shop window on the industry and we 
expect a huge turnout of influencers and 
representatives from across the supply 
chain. Minister of Agriculture, George 
Eustice MP has accepted our invitation to 
officially open the event on the first day, 
providing you with a chance to discuss 

your concerns with him.
 There will also be an opportunity to 
have your say later that morning at the 
new Dairy Forum with a panel of industry 
influencers on the Barclays stand. 
 Dairying has remained in the spot-
light during the past 12 months and we 
have come to accept that our product 
is a commodity and therefore subject to 
persistent market volatility.  We need to 
keep an eye on market information to give 
us confidence for the future and allow us 
to produce accurate cash flow predictions 
to satisfy our bank managers’ borrowing 
requirements. 
 The truth of the matter is that we tend 
to rely on fundamentals - a price rise and 
things are getting better; a fall and things 
are getting worse.
 Two mechanisms that are currently be-
ing discussed is dual pricing - A and B, and 
futures markets. RABDF, along with other 
farming organisations, is working to see 
if both models can help provide not only 
honest pricing but an indication of future 

market trends. 
 The key to these processes, and indeed 
to getting good market information, is for 
both producers and processors to work 
together; we need each other to be suc-
cessful. Processors should not forget that 
when the oversupply situation reverses, 
they will need farmers to fill the shortage; 
in fact they may be left wondering just 
where have all the dairy farmers gone? 
 Why not come to the event and share 
your views with myself and RABDF Coun-
cil members who will be on our stand 
throughout the two days.  
 Finally, I can quite honestly guarantee 
that the Livestock Event will offer you the 
best two days of this year, learning and 
doing business which will help keep your 
unit on track for the next 12 months; it 
will be time away from the farm which 
you will really enjoy. 
 So whatever the weather, make sure 
you mark Wednesday 8 and Thursday 9 
July in your diary.

RABDF chairman, Ian Macalpine

RABDF NMR Gold Cup 2014 winner, 
Michael Eavis opened his Glaston-

bury farm gates for first time this year in 
May to welcome more than 1,300 dairy 
farmers from throughout the UK and 
beyond.  Organised by RABDF, the event 
provided visitors with the opportunity 
to find out how his 400 cow Worthy 

RABDF NMR Gold Cup Open Day

herd of pedigree Holsteins is achieving 
an average 12,535 litres on twice a day 
milking, and to take a look at recent in-
vestments including Starling proof cattle 
sheds, recycled drinking trough water 
and on-farm solar panels providing 60% 
of the farm’s electricity and sustainable 
village accommodation.

The pyramid stage
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The Livestock Event provides you 
with a great opportunity to get away 

from the farm and take a fresh look at 
your business. The event also offers the 
best value training for your partner, your 
family and your stockman. 
 The event will host over 400 trade ex-
hibitors and innovation will be key. More 
than 100 new products will be exhibited 
including over 40 launched at the event, 
along with a range of practical working 
demonstrations, essential not only for 
dairy farmers but also those farming beef 
and sheep. 
 Added to that will be information 
covering topics for feeding, health and 
welfare, housing, grants and more. 
 Access is easy. By car, drive straight 
off the M42 or M6 to free parking, or by 
train or plane, Birmingham Internation-
al station and airport are less than 15 
minutes undercover walk away. On arrival 
you’ll find all the indoor exhibitors under 
one roof, divided into 11 colour coded 
zones to make stands easier to locate.

Come and learn ……
We’ve organised three major areas – the 
RABDF Presentation Forum, the Farm 
Health Planning Seminars and Feed Sci-
ence Forums. Each will be staged in their 
own open discussion area within the main 
halls. See www.livestockevent.co.uk for 
timetables.
RABDF Presentation Forum 
(BM171)
This year the RABDF stand will feature a 
wealth of information and presentations. 
We will be hosting the International 
Lounge where UKTI will provide exper-
tise on export markets, Trehane Scholars 
will present their reports, and NFYFC 
will present topics specifically aimed at 
young farmers and next generation. We 
will be hosting a session on the new 
Rural Development Programme Grants  
and the IAgrM’s Farm Planner of the Year 
Award presentation.
 RABDF will also be launching two new 
membership categories - Women in Dairy 
and the Association of Robotic Milkers, 
and announcing the details of Entrepre-
neurs in Dairying 2015.
Farm Health Planning Seminars 
(AH96)
Farmers and their vets will be teaming up 
to address some of the most common 
issues found among dairy enterprises 
including the role of vets in targeted 
fertility programmes for the future, 
enhancing mastitis management on farm 

with a focus on the parlour, the challenges 
and benefits of calf rearing in tight spring 
calving herds and the importance of com-
pliance in controlling BVD.
Feed Science Forums (FF206)
The Feed Science Forums will offer you 
practical science based advice and the lat-
est ideas on feeding by some of the UK’s 
leading animal nutritionists and technical 
specialists. Subject areas to be covered in-
clude automatic feeding, feed conversion 
efficiency and crude protein nutrition.

Have your say........
The Barclays/RABDF Industry Fo-
rums (GE57)
Barclays is hosting two topical forums 
which will provide you with the oppor-
tunity to hear industry influencers’ views 
and have your say. Dairy will be in the 
spotlight on Wednesday, day one, with 
speakers from RABDF, NFU, AHDB Dairy 
and FFA, whilst the following day, the beef 
and sheep sectors will be the focus of the 

Livestock Farming Forum with speakers 
from TFA, NSA and NBA. The Forums 
which will be chaired by Barclays agri-
cultural specialist, Oliver McEntyre, have 
been organised by RABDF and Barclays.

Come and watch......
The National Dairy Show (Hall 18)
Once again, RABDF is organising this 
show featuring six different cattle breeds 
with two days of judging. It includes the 
national show for Ayrshire, Brown Swiss 
and British Friesian breed societies and 
a comprehensive range of classes for 
Guernsey, Holstein and Jersey. 
 Wednesday, commences with in milk 
heifers, followed by the cow classes, 
groups and pairs breed championships.  
  Thursday, day two, will feature the 
maiden and in calf heifers and youngstock 
champions, culminating in the afternoon 
with parade of champions.
Beef (Hall 18)
The beef ring will feature the British 

Charolais National Show on Wednes-
day afternoon, while 24 hours later, the 
Aberdeen Angus Junior Championship 
and South Devon Herd Book Society’s 
inaugural performance championship will 
be judged. The Charolais Young Breeders 
competition judging will take place on 
Thursday morning.
Sheep (Hall 17) 
The National Lleyn Sheep Competition is 
returning and will be judged on Wednes-
day. 

Find out more .........
Calf Rearing Demo (outside Hall 17)
We are staging the UK’s first ever live calf 
rearing demonstration. It will showcase 
all types of housing and feeding systems 
and feature live calves in igloos, conven-
tional and specialist buildings including the 
Roundhouse. The feature will be com-
plemented by a series of seminars from 
leading specialists discussing the latest in 
housing, feeding and management systems.

Forage Field Exhibition (FF207)
A practical demonstration organised by 
BGS and RABDF offering professional 
technical advice and information on a 
comprehensive range of aspects which 
impact on forage production – not only 
grass but also other crops including 
clovers and lucerne. Explore some of the 
latest R&D findings on soil management 
for improved crop growth and utilisation, 
maintaining a quality sward, grazing well 
and ensiling to minimise losses. Check out 
the latest grass varieties and mixtures.
Focus on Feet (LE349)  
The Healthy Feet workshop is returning. 
Organised by RABDF and AHDB Dairy, 
it will focus on reducing lameness within 
the herd and feature technical sessions 
led by experts in the field. In addition, 
foot trimming demonstrations will be 
four times a day and feature the most 
popular techniques supported by inde-
pendent commentary with additional 
information provided on locomotion.

Live robotics for dairy (Machinery 
Hall 16)
The award winning live robotic feeding 
and milking system demonstration is 
returning. Forty loose housed cows will 
be milked though a Lely Astronaut A4 
system, whilst the Lely Vector automat-
ic feeding system will ensure they have 
continual access to a self-mixed ration in 
the feed passage. 
The demonstration was the most popular 
for over 50% of visitors at Livestock 
Event 2014.   
...... and for beef (Machinery Hall 16)
We’re staging the UK’s first live robotic 
feeding demonstration for beef finishing 
cattle. This is specifically designed to show 
an alternative method of feeding with the 
Lely Vector, particularly where cattle are 
all housed in one location. 
Off road 4 x 4 test drive
Put the latest Isuzu 4x4s to the test on 
The NEC’s 2km off-road test tracks fea-
turing rough terrain and obstacles includ-
ing bomb holes, humps, hills, articulation 
mounds and wet areas. 

See who wins......... 
We will be announcing the RABDF NMR 
Gold Cup 2015 winner at Livestock Event 
on the first day. Six entrants have made it 
to the finals from the initial 881 qualifying 
herds. “This is the industry’s sole award 
that focuses on a comprehensive business 
approach, including feeding, breeding and 
health, as well as the producer’s attitude 
to staffing, the environment and the milk 
market and a vision for the future that 
will inspire others likewise,” says RABDF 
chairman and judge, Ian Macalpine. “Come 
and celebrate with us and find out what it 
takes to win the pinnacle of dairy farming 
awards.”

And finally.............
Don’t forget the new Trehane Livestock 
Event Dinner to be staged on Tuesday 
7 July, the eve of the Livestock Event, in 
The NEC’s Gallery Restaurant.  Gwyn 
Jones,  AHDB board member and head of 
the dairy sector board, will be the guest 
speaker.  Jointly organised by RABDF 
and the Trehane Trust, the dinner will be 
welcoming not only Trehane and Nuffield 
scholars but all dairy farmers and mem-
bers of the supply sector.
 Tickets for the drinks reception and 
four-course dinner with wine cost £68 
from wendygriffin@rabdf.co.uk or 0845 
4582711. Discount tickets are available 
for Trehane Scholars.



8 & 9 Jul  Livestock Event 2015, The 
NEC, Birmingham, B40 1NT
9 Sep  Women in Dairy Conference, 
Sixways stadium, Worcester
22 Sep  RABDF Youngstock Farm Walk, 
Torrington, Devon
7 Oct  RABDF Youngstock Farm Walk, 
Blackburn, Lancashire

Latest RUMA Guidelines

Women in Dairy RABDF Princess Royal Award made to Mary Mead

Mary Mead has been presented with 
the Royal Association of British 

Dairy Farmers’ Princess Royal Award 
by Her Royal Highness at Buckingham 
Palace. The honour was made for her 
outstanding services to the UK dairy 
industry. 
 Mary Mead currently oversees her 
family’s 1,400 acre organic mixed farming 
enterprise based at Holt Farm, Blagdon, 
Bristol and featuring the 420 pedigree 
Lakemead herd of British Friesians, to-
gether with young stock, beef and arable 
crops, the aim being to be as self-suffi-
cient as possible. 
 A former nurse, she embraced the role 
of farmer’s wife following marriage to 
Roger.  Together their various diversifica-
tion enterprises eventually culminated in 
establishing the Yeo Valley brand, now the 
UK’s biggest organic brand and enjoyed in 
eight million UK households.
 Following Roger’s untimely death due 
to a farm accident in 1990, Mary assumed 

responsibility for the farm enterprise en-
abling son, Tim to focus on the milk pro-
cessing business. They were both deter-
mined to place British farming sustainably 
at the forefront of their decision making 
strategy, planning for a long term future. 
Yeo Valley now has an annual £300m plus 
turnover, employs over 1,800 employees 
and produces more than eight million 
pots of yogurt per week.
 Mary has served on the RABDF 
Council, and is currently a committee 
member of the British Friesian Breeders 
Club.  She has been a staunch supporter 
of the breed and a driving force for the 
club since its formation in 1990.  She 
was instrumental in achieving separate 
genetic evaluation for the British Friesian, 
enabling the breed’s fertility and longevity 
to be recognised not only nationally, but 
globally.  The breed’s resurgence is reflect-
ed in semen exports growing rapidly in 
the last five years to 17 countries with 
Lakemead bulls being fully represented.

Mary Mead receives the RABDF Princess Royal Award from Her Royal Highness

RABDF Diary dates

The first ever Guidelines on the 
Responsible Use of Antimicrobials 

in Dry Cow Management have been 
published by the Responsible Use of 
Medicines in Agriculture Alliance (RUMA).
 The Guidelines are designed to help 
vets and farmers determine how best to 
treat cows in the drying off period to pre-
vent and treat the development of bacte-
rial disease such as mastitis in the udder. 
In line with responsible use principles, 
they stress the need to manage farms to 
reduce disease challenge and minimise 
antimicrobial use.  
 For further information please visit 
www.ruma.org.uk

Entrepreneurs in 
Dairying 2015 

Women in Dairy, a new national 
platform for networking and 

knowledge transfer has been launched 
jointly by RABDF and Promar Inter-
national a Genus plc company, and 
supported by AHDB Dairy. 
 The new network which is designed 
to bring together all women working in 
the dairy industry will also offer the op-
portunity for exchanging knowledge and 
experiences to develop skills and confi-
dence, encouraging innovative thinking 
and vision for the future of British dairy 
and generating camaraderie - supporting 
women in dairy to achieve and celebrate 
success.
 Women in Dairy will feature regional 
groups throughout Britain, each with 
their own facilitator supplied by AHDB 
Dairy or Promar International. RABDF 
will nationally co-ordinate the initiative 
and its activities including an annual 
conference. 
 The network has been established 
following a feasibility study carried out 
by Promar International and gaining 
support from RABDF’s Foundation 
for Collaboration, the initiative funded 
by Government’s Dairy Fund package. 
Pilot groups have already been suc-
cessfully launched in Cheshire and the 
South West, whilst interest has been 
expressed to establish groups in other 
regions.
• All women working in the dairy sec-
tor are invited to the initiative’s official 
launch on the RABDF stand at 12:30pm 
on Wednesday 8 July at Livestock Event. 

RABDF’s business training programme 
for aspiring dairy producers will be 

recommencing in September. Called En-
trepreneurs in Dairying, the programme 
will offer specialist instruction for those 
who wish to progress their careers and 
develop their own farming business. 
 The initiative will once again be 
offered at Cannington, Somerset, Gelli 
Aur, Carmarthenshire and Newton Rigg, 
Cumbria, whilst increasing interest in 
the programme has led to the involve-
ment of Reaseheath College, Cheshire. 
Each college will offer 15 places on the 
programme which includes eight weekly 
sessions delivered by national industry 
specialists accompanied by a local farm-
ing business. Entrepreneurs is organised 
by RABDF in collaboration with AHDB 
Dairy, the NFU and The Andersons Cen-
tre. Further details from emilyegan@
rabdf.co.uk

Your complimentary ticket(s) are 
enclosed. If you would like to bring 

your friends and neighbours, you can 
purchase up to three additional tickets 
at a discounted rate of £15 each. Please 
visit www.livestockevent.co.uk

Livestock Event tickets


