
Agri-Food Chain Government Communications 
 
Welcome to the third edition of Defra’s import and export newsletter. The 31 October is 
approaching and it is important that you are well prepared so that you can continue to import 
and export goods after Brexit. 
 
Since our last newsletter, there have been some helpful updates that you might like to know 
about to help you and your business get ready.   
 
Getting ready for the new export process 
While we talked you through the export process in the last newsletter, we have now started 
our public-facing media and marketing campaign to ensure wider stakeholders can get ready 
for the changes to the export process. You can find the press release here. 
 
A new dedicated Import and Export Trader Helpline has been set up  
As part of the Get Ready for Brexit campaign, the Government has set up a dedicated 
telephone service for traders and hauliers trading goods with the EU after 31 October 2019.  
The helpline will provide up-to-date guidance to help you prepare for Brexit, and can be 
contacted on 0300 3301 331, Monday to Friday, 8am to 6pm. 

 
Further information on when you need an EORI Number  
As there is still some confusion around when an EORI number is required, HM Revenue and 
Customs (HMRC) have issued a ‘myth buster’ leaflet. This can be found here.  

Exports: A new risk-based approach for exports of fish    
A new risk-based approach has been agreed for Export Health Certificate inspections for 
fish. This will help reduce the amount of time involved in applying for an EHC for fish 
exports. The new guidance has been issued to local government Certifying Officers.  
 
Imports: Registration for notification of imports of animals or animal products from 
on-EU countries 
If you import animals or animal products from non-EU countries you must register on the 
new IPAFFS IT system, which will replace the EU TRACES system for notification from 31 
October. Registration for IPAFFS will be open from 30 September with full details available 
on Gov.UK shortly.  
 
Keeping up to date  
Government are working hard to ensure you can get ready for Brexit through a variety of 
ways. This newsletter is one way of hearing about the changes, but there are other ways to 
find out what you need to do to be ready including:  

 New  e-alerts to keep you up to date 

Defra has launched a new e-alert system that will provide subscribers with the latest Defra 
news and as well as relevant updates from other Government departments. You can tailor 
your subscription so that you only receive information that is of interest to you. You can 
subscribe to this service here.  
 
 Brexit Business Readiness Roadshows 
The government is running a number of free roadshows across the UK to help businesses 
prepare for Brexit. Government advisors from the Department for Business, Energy and 
Industrial Strategy, the Home Office, HMRC, the Department for International Trade, the 
Department for Environment, Food & Rural Affairs and the Department for Culture, Media 
and Sport will be on hand to provide advice and to answer questions. Details of the 
confirmed events can be found here. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/government-encourages-food-exporters-to-get-ready-for-animal-health-regulations
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/830050/EORI_mythbuster.pdf
https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/UKDEFRA/subscriber/topics?qsp=CODE_RED
https://registration.livegroup.co.uk/brexitbusinessreadinessevents/


To Do list for this week 
Each newsletter will highlight a set of key actions to take that will help ensure that you are 
prepared for 31 October. If it is relevant to you and you haven’t done it already, you need to 
make sure that you do it as soon as possible. 

 

         In the seafood industry? Register for a seafood roadshow – In partnership with Seafish 
and the Marine Management Organisation, Defra, are hosting a series of events across 
England to help seafood traders, processors and businesses understand the changes 
that lie ahead and what they can do to prepare. The remaining dates and locations are: 
 
26th September – Fleetwood  
4th October – London 
 
Registration is on a first come first serve basis and attendees will be notified of venue 
locations closer to the time. You can register for the events here. 

         Identify an Official Vet to sign off your Export Health Certificate (EHC) – If you export 
animals or animal products and haven’t already identified an Official Vet to sign-off your 
EHC’s, you should do so as quickly as possible. This will help to ensure that you are able 
to get your EHC’s completed when you need them.  
 
A list businesses providing OV’s able to supply export health certification services in 
England, Scotland and Wales can be found here. Details of OV’s in Northern Ireland can 
be obtained from DERA. Please note that vet’s need to give us their permission to 
include their details, so some OV’s are not listed. 
 

         Find your EU Border Inspection Post – Check that your proposed point of entry into the 
EU has a Border Inspection Post (BIP) that can accept your consignment. The current 
list of EU BIPs can be found here. Please note, the EU Commission is not expected to 
finalise the list of EU BIPs which will be available to traders in a no-deal scenario until 
mid-October. 
 

         Do you plan to employ EU citizens arriving after the 31st October? EU citizens can 
continue to come to the UK to work on farms and in food businesses if there is a Brexit 
deal or not. Further information can be found here. 

 

We hope you find this newsletter useful.  

https://defra.us20.list-manage.com/track/click?u=0a593e0425c4d94483b10bc1f&id=1b9aa0592f&e=0d34c41da6
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/find-a-professional-to-certify-export-health-certificates
https://ec.europa.eu/food/animals/vet-border-control/bip_en
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/no-deal-immigration-arrangements-for-eu-citizens-moving-to-the-uk-after-brexit/no-deal-immigration-arrangements-for-eu-citizens-arriving-after-brexit

