
In line with our new 
annual membership 
period, membership 
subscriptions for 2018 
are due by 1st April.

We trust you will 
contInue to stand by RABDF and its 
activities and thank you in advance for 
your support. 

All members should have received 
an invoice in the post.  If you pay your 
membership fee by direct debit, this 
will be collected during the first week 
of April and the invoice sent to you is 
for your records only. 

The core benefits to your RABDF 
annual membership are:

A year ago the Royal Association 
of British Dairy Farmers 

announced our relaunch and outlined 
our realignment plans to ensure we 
were delivering depth to the British 
dairy farmers that we represent.

Since March 2017 we have 
successfully delivered a number of 
events and competitions and carried 
out key policy work with recognised 
industry partners, all of which aligns 
with our manifesto that was published 
as part of our relaunch last year.  

Dairy-Tech 2018 was undoubtedly 
the highlight of this year’s successes. 
With over 4,000 people in attendance, 
it delivered on its promise to identify 
and showcase ground-breaking 
innovation and hosted a whole range 
of new products and concepts, over 
260 exhibitors and two diverse 
speaker hubs. 

RABDF chairman Mike King said:
“Dairy-Tech was designed to fulfil 

the technology and innovation focus 
outlined in our manifesto and as a 
result a whole host of new concepts, 
ideas and innovation were showcased 
at the event through exhibitors, 
specialist speakers, virtual reality and 
demonstrations.  

MARCH 2018

“We will now look at building on 
this year’s success in 2019 and ensure 
we continue to deliver an event 
that fulfils the requirements of the 
modern-day dairy professional.”

The organisation had, without 
doubt, exceeded everyone’s 
expectations with its activities over 
the past 12 months said RABDF 
managing director Matt Knight.

He said: “The inaugural policy 
conference saw the University of 
Bristol’s Dr Kristen Reyher and Dairy 
Antimicrobial Stewardship Group 
chair Di Wastenage discuss the 
implications of reduced availability 
and the affects this could have for the 
industry.

“We have also been a shining light 
in the industry for overseas labour by 
leading further research to highlight 
stats that have, up until now, been 
unavailable.  With this work being 
supported by the likes of Kite and Ian 
Potter we have been able to submit 
our results to both the MAC and 
EFRA committees.”

“By widening the remit of the 
prestigious Gold Cup award we’ve 
shown our support of the whole 
variety of systems in use, something 

MEMBERSHIP RENEWALS
• Two free tickets to Dairy-Tech 

2019 (worth £20 each) & additional 
tickets at 15% discount

• RABDF Policy Conference – 25% 
discount

• Women in Dairy Conference – 25% 
discount for WiD members

• Total Dairy Conference – 10% 
discount 

• Free entry to RABDF organised 
farm walks and open days

• Five copies of the member-only 
‘Milk Digest’ newsletter with advice, 
news and updates 

• Raise issues and ideas to RABDF 
Council who have access to 
parliament through the Dairy APPG

vitally important to the future success 
and profitability of dairy farming.  As a 
result of these changes this year saw 
the first ever grazing based winner lift 
the prestigious trophy.

“We will continue to stay focused 
with clear goals moving forward and 
will shortly be releasing details on the 
policy initiatives we have identified as 
our focus for 2018.”

W 

Women in Dairy
annual conference

Sixways Stadium, Worcester

19 september 2018

more details coming soon...

SAVE THE DATE!



Mike King says: 
“Chris and Rich have clearly shown that 
there is more than one way to run a 
successful and profitable dairy business. 
Their investment in their dairy unit has 
allowed them to build a system that 
best suits their farm situation. And their 
attention to detail around manage-
ment and staffing is of the highest level. 
This has, in turn, led to a very robust 

business that is able to manage 
market volatility and one that 

consistently delivers a profit.”

Registration for the Gold Cup 
Open Day  is now live - free entry and 
all pre-registered visitors will receive a 
free bacon roll thanks to Kite Consult-
ing.

All trade stand and visitor enquiries 
to victoriachomiak@rabdf.co.uk or 
02476 639317

Brothers, Chris and Rich Norman, 
and their team from The Leen, 

Pembridge, Herefordshire have won 
the NMR RABDF Gold Cup 2017. 
Runner-up and recipient of the NMR 
Silver Salver is James Tomlinson, parents 
David and Sheila and wife Eleanor, from 
Bilsborrow, Lancashire. 

The Normans have developed a 
600-cow dairy herd along with a 
200,000-bird broiler unit and 
an anaerobic digester on their 
162-hectare family farm. Aver-
age milk yields of 5,536kg, at 
4.99% fat and 3.70% protein, 
are combined with a cell count of 
97,000cells/ml and a calving interval of 
374 days.

Maximising yield from grass is a 
priority in this Friesian Jersey crossbred 
autumn block-calving herd. They target 
12.5 tonnes of dry matter per hectare 
and look to produce 73% of their annual 
milk production from forage, relying on 

just 950kg of concentrates per cow per 
year. 

The Normans were nominated for 
the Gold Cup by their grazing discus-
sion group Wye Graze. Last year, 
2017, was the first year that 
nominations for the Gold 

Cup 

were invited 
from national and regional 
discussion groups, allowing them to 
compete alongside milk recorded 
herds that met the qualifying produc-
tion, health and genetic merit criteria 
required for entry. 

Commenting on the Normans’ suc-
cess, Chairman of the Gold Cup judges 

GOLD CUP OPEN DAY
14TH JUNE 2018

THE LEEN, PEMBRIDGE, LEOMINSTER, HR6 9HN

BACK TO BASICS

PRINCIPAL SPONSOR

HEREFORDSHIRE GRASSLAND-BASED DAIRY WINS 
NMR RABDF GOLD CUP

REGISTER HERE

 

http://
http://www.rabdf.co.uk/gold-cup-open-day/


With over 4,000 people in 
attendance, Dairy-Tech was-

branded a huge success by exhibitors 
and visitors.  

Delivering on its promise to iden-
tify and showcase ground-breaking 
innovation, Dairy-Tech hosted a whole 
range of new products and concepts, 
over 260 exhibitors and two diverse 
speaker hubs.

Managing director Matthew Knight 
said the event had delivered beyond 
everyone’s expectations with positive 
feedback streaming in from visitors, 
exhibitors and sponsors.

“The belief and support we’ve received 
for Dairy-Tech both pre and post event is 
overwhelming. The decision to make it a 
paid entry event led to a superb calibre 
of visitors attending which in turn made 
the show a success for exhibitors.

“It was incredible to see crowds in excess 
of 100 people listening to sessions on the 
dairy and innovation hubs demonstrating 
the aspiration of the industry to learn and 
develop their knowledge.”

Mark Suthern, head of agriculture 
at principal sponsor Barclays said the 
event had exceeded expectations with 

great footfall not only on their stand 
but throughout the whole show.

“The event pitched itself just right, 
attracting progressive dairy farmers who 
recognise that science and technology 
will be integral to the future growth and 
progress of the sector.”

In addition to the two specialist 
speaker hubs there were a number of 
demonstrations taking place, including 
automation, drones and hoof trim-
ming.  

The event also saw Richard and 
Chris Norman who farm at The Leen 
in Herefordshire named winners of 
the 2017 NMR/RABDF Gold Cup 
with Semex winning the recently re-
formed Royal Dairy Innovation Award 
for their new product Immunity+.  

A BIG THANK YOU TO OUR 2018 SPONSORS:

FIRST EVER DAIRY-TECH DEEMED A HUGE 
SUCCESS 



Student Award Winners 
Announced

Jonathan Bryer of Bridgwater and 
Taunton College, Francesca Mansfield 
of Aberystwyth University and Penny 
Stewart of The Royal (Dick) School of 
Veterinary Studies have been crowned 
the winners of the 2018 RABDF Farm 
Health Management Awards. sponsored 
by Volac

The presentation was made at Dairy-
Tech, Stoneleigh Park, on Wednesday 7 
February, where each received a cash 
prize. A certificate was presented to 
the three other finalists short-listed 
for the award: Holly Yelland studying at 
Duchy College, Jennifer Stevens from 
University of Nottingham Vet School 
and Rebecca Rainey of Harper Adams 
University.

Defra have put in an excellent re-
sponse to the Migration Advisory 
Committee of the Home Office liter-
ally quoting from the work of RABDF 
on permanent EU labour on dairy 
farms.  As John Allen of Kite Consult-
ing said at one of the Dairy-Tech sem-
inars this is now the gravest problem 
now facing many dairy farms.  It was 
also encouraging to see the Environ-
ment, Food & Rural Affairs Committee 
chaired by Neil Parish, MP, also taking 
further evidence on this labour issue 
as the farming sector had so publically 
and vociferously questioned the initial 
findings of the MAC committee who 
clearly do not believe there is an issue.

One of the answers to the critical 
labour shortage on many farms is in-
novation and new ways of working.  
Thus it was very pleasing that the inau-
gural RABDF run Dairy-Tech went so 
well.  One on-going development be-
tween government and the livestock 
sector is the Livestock Information 
Programme (LIP)which is developing 
a new interactive approach to infor-
mation across all the farm livestock 

sectors including horse but excluding 
poultry.  This is coming up with new 
ideas to streamline data and make it 
more useable for everyone.  RABDF 
represents the dairy sector on this 
important initiative.  It is pleasing that 
Michael Gove, the Defra Secretary of 
State and George Eustice, the Farming 
Minister, are very much behind this 
new innovation.

RABDF will be putting in a detailed 
response to the Defra White Paper 
on Health & Harmony:  the future for 
food, farming and the environment 
in a Green Brexit.  This very clearly 
points a way forward for British farm-
ing.  There is little doubt that this is the 
most important document produced 
since the late 1940’s.  Clearly leaving 
the EU poses a number of real oppor-
tunities as well as issues.  I would urge 
all members to look at this paper and 
either respond directly to the various 
questions posed or send comments 
into RABDF so that we can make our 
response as effective as possible.  Re-
sponses have to be in by 8th May.

Tim Brigstocke, Policy Director

Representing You

Cogent has recently launched 
SexedULTRA4M; it includes twice 

as many female sperm cells per straw 
than any other sexed straw on the mar-
ket, showing conception rates approach-
ing those achieved using conventional se-
men. Trial work that has taken place with 
ST in Germany has shown impressive re-
sults using SexeddULTRA4M on heifers.  

The German trial carried out by GGI 
(German Genetics International GmbH) 
has provided compelling evidence that 
increasing the dose rate to four million 
sperm cells per straw lifts conception 
rate. 

The results demonstrate that the 56 
day non-return rate for milking heifers in 
the trial increased significantly, to over 66 
percent with the use of SexedULTRA4M. 
This was up from 60 percent, which was 
achieved using the previously marketed 
sexed semen, filled at around two million 
sperms per straw. 

The result is very encouraging and 
demonstrates a significant improvement 
in processing and sorting technology and 
consequently conception rates with sex 
sorted semen. 

New developments in sexed semen technology: Trials with SexedULTRA4M™



DIARY DATES
16 – 17 April 
National Herdsman Conference
24 April 
Women in Dairy meeting Oxfordshire/
Berkshire/Buckinghamshire
14 June 
Gold Cup Open Day, Herefordshire
19 September 
Women in Dairy Annual Conference, 
Worcester
14 November 
RABDF Policy Conference, London

Semex Wins Innovation Award
Semex’s Immunity+ was crowned 

winner of the Royal Dairy Innovation 
Award at Dairy-Tech.

Using a patented technology Immu-
nity+ sires are selected for their abili-
ty to genetically increase the immune 
status of their daughters, and thus they 
naturally improve the cows' resistance 
to infection and disease.  By using this 
technology in breeding decisions dair-
ymen constantly improve their cows' 
health and well-being generation by 
generation, which reduces antibiotic 
use.

Tim Downes, RABDF council mem-
ber and head judge said the decision to 
award Semex as the winner was unan-
imous.  

“It was a well presented and re-
searched innovative new product that 
all of the judges thought offered dairy 
farmers advancement in genetic selec-
tion for improved health traits.”

Gordon Miller, Semex senior vice 
president sales & business develop-
ment, said he was delighted that the 
game-changing technology of Immuni-
ty+, and its outstanding results demon-
strated worldwide, have been recog-
nised through the award.

Miracle-Tech’s thermal imaging 
CCTV and Lallemand Animal Nutri-
tion’s new silage additive development 
were the other two finalist products 
judged at Dairy-Tech.  

The Royal Dairy Innovation Award  
was first awarded in 1999.  Open to 
any Dairy-Tech exhibitor it is awarded 
for the most practical, relevant product 
or service which is, or is likely to be, 
the most significant innovation for the 
future of dairying.

Obituary: Joe Dickinson
Joseph Dickinson, who has died 

at 96, was one of Yorkshire’s most 
famous farming sons, with a career 
that spanned seven decades and helped 
bring employment and prosperity to 
this part of the county.

 As a founder in 1948 of the 
nationally-known Longley Farm in 
Holmfirth, he pioneered such industry 
firsts as offering the region’s first 
pasteurised milk and setting up one of 
the first outlets selling fresh cream. 

Joseph was seen as an expert in 
upland farming; he was active within 
the Farmers’ Union (NFU) and later 
the Association of Dairy Farmers 
(RABDF). He gave up dairy processing 
in 1996, but never retired and at 96 was 
working on detailed drawings of a new 
animal housing. 

He is survived by his children, 
Jimmy and Sally, and our thoughts are 
with them and his extended family of 
grandchildren and great grandchildren. 

Ventilation is far more than just 
volume of air in a building, it is the 

rate of air exchange.
When we look at buildings we need 

to stick to the basic principles of 
nature. All animals want shelter from 
the wind and rain, shade from the sun 
and plenty of fresh air.

Air movements ideally want to be 
above animal height so as not to create 
a draft. All animals need a shelter wall 
to be able to lie behind with a decent 
air gap above for air to pass over. 
Depending on the height of the wall, 
the gap above may need some wind 
break material above it to break wind 
speed on bad days.

When designing buildings, we need 
to think about all the factors. The No 
1 factor for livestock buildings is the 
purpose of the building. All groups 
will all have different needs regarding 
optimum sizes and feeding systems.

There are many guidelines on volume 
of air per animal, however the best 
(and undoubtedly cheapest) form of 
ventilation is natural ventilation with 
gaps at the eaves and open ridges. 

In high rainfall areas, special cappings 
can be applied. The best is still simple, 
upturned flashing to make the outside 
air lift over the ridge of the roof, yet 
most people don’t fit the flashings 
right. The trend is to try and close 
the gap with these flashings and 
consequently the base of the upstand 
ends up being further up the roof than 
the end of the roof sheet. This leads 
to more problems as rainfall hits the 
insides, runs down & drips off the base 
corner and it feels like it is raining in. 
The base of any upstand should always 
be at a minimum 50mm (2” inch) back 
from the top of the roof sheet, so any 
water/rainfall that hits the inside of the 
upright flashing can then drain away.
Rainfall nearly always comes down on 
an angle so it will hit the inside of any 
upturned flashing, run down to the 
bottom edge and as long as that edge 
is back from the top of the sheet it will 
run down the roof to the gutter.   

If you double the volume of air in 
a building then realistically you need 
to double the size of the openings at 
the eaves and ridge. People often have 
one side of a building open and think 
there is plenty of space for the air to 
get out. Buying a smoke machine for 
testing really opened my eyes to how 

ill-informed most of us are regarding 
air flows. In an old building you could 
barely stand up in with a small gap 
under the gutter and an open ridge., 
the smoke had gone within 30 seconds 
Yet in a single slope open shed it took 
approximately 5 minutes.

The wider buildings are, the greater 
problem arises with stale air, as the 
air has to travel much further to get 
to the ridge and often the stale air 
cools and comes back down again. 
Lower buildings are much easier to get 
natural air flow working. 

We have been constructing bigger, 
taller buildings for the last 10 years 
and nearly all farmers have had to buy 
fans. However, most fans only move 
air, they aren’t blowing clean air in or 
extracting stale air out. 

The volume of air is not enough in 
itself. Air exchange is what is needed. 
Simply: clean air in and stale air out. 

Simple Ventilation for Cow Heath
by Jim Rogerson of Farmplus



RABDF would like to thank our Corporate Members for their support

SHEPHERD AGRI


