
Update to stakeholders on preparing for EU exit 
 
Further to our guidance on exporting GM food and animal feed products if there is a 
no-deal Brexit, which was first published in October 2018 (and updated in April 
2019), I am writing to advise of further considerations that your business needs to be 
aware of in relation to animal feed.  
 
The guidance below will be added to the existing ‘Exporting GM food and animal 
feed products if there is a no-deal Brexit’ page.  
 
Third country representatives 
 
As advised in the UK guidance issued in October 2018, exporters of feed products to 
the EU will require representation in the EU or EEA.  
We are aware that some Member States have specific national rules on the 
requirements of having a representative for importing feed into the EU. For example, 
they may require registration of all feed importers, including those from non-EU 
establishments that have a representative in another Member State. 
 
Businesses should therefore consult with the relevant competent authority in the 
individual member state(s) that they wish to export to, to ensure that they are 
compliant with any national rules and for further advice on gaining recognition for 
their representative. 
 
Further details of competent authorities in other Member States can be found via the 
Commission’s website or through the ‘control systems’ tab of the Country Profiles for 
each Member State. 
  
You could also seek clarification with your third country representative who could 
approach the relevant competent authority in the Member State. 
 
Labelling  
 
Regulation (EC) No 767/2009 provides details of the labelling requirements for 
animal feed.  Article 12 states that the person responsible for the labelling shall be 
the feed business operator who first places the feed on the market or the feed 
business operator under whose name or business name the feed is marketed. 
 
It may be a requirement to have details of a third country representative on the label 
(i.e. company name and address or other) for animal feed products from the UK 
going to the EU market.  
 
You should seek clarification with your third country representative or the competent 
authority in the individual member state(s) that you wish to export to, to ensure that 
you are compliant with the national rules. 
 
Approval numbers 
 
Regulation (EC) No 183/2005 on feed hygiene states that establishments approved 
by the competent authority shall be recorded in a national list under an individual 
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identifying number.  Once the UK leaves the EU, these approval numbers may not 
be recognised in EU countries.  
 
You should seek clarification with your third country representative or the competent 
authority in the individual member state(s) that you wish to export to, to ensure that 
you are compliant with the rules on third country requirements when exporting to the 
EU. 
 
Imports into the UK 
 
From Day One of EU exit, any business wishing to import any of the feeds detailed 
below into the UK will need to have a UK representative:   
 

• manufacturers of certain feed additives 
• manufacturers of certain novel protein source products 
• manufacturers of premixtures containing certain feed additives  
• compound feed manufacturers that incorporate the products mentioned 

above 
 
Further details on applying for representatives can be found on the FSA website.  
 
Should you have any questions or wish further clarification on this note please 
contact us using the following email addresses: AnimalFeed1@food.gov.uk and 
FeedDelivery@food.gov.uk 
 
 
 

https://www.food.gov.uk/business-guidance/animal-feed-additives#_blank
http://www.food.gov.uk/business-guidance/third-country-representation-for-animal-feed-businesses
mailto:AnimalFeed1@food.gov.uk
mailto:FeedDelivery@food.gov.uk

