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Supporting women in dairy to achieve and celebrate success 

 

Inaugural Conference Programme 

Wednesday 9th September 2015, Sixways Stadium, Worcester, WR3 8ZE 

 

10:00am – Registration (with refreshments) 
 
10:25am – Welcome to Women in Dairy – Caroline Drummond MBE, Chief Executive, LEAF and 
Becky Miles, AHDB Dairy 
 
10:40am – Women in the UK dairy industry – Gwyn Jones, chairman AHDB Dairy 
 
11:00am – Innovative women in today's agriculture – Tanya Robbins, Nuffield Scholar 
 
11:20am – Working together on the image of Dairy – Amanda Ball, AHDB Dairy  
 
11:40am – Coffee break 
 
12:00noon – Seeing the world through your cattle's eyes - Miriam Parker, Director Livestockwise Ltd 
 
1:00pm – Views and experiences from our journey! - Di Wastenage, Finalist in Farmers Weekly 
Dairy Farmer of the Year Award 2015 
 
1:20pm – 2:00pm – Lunch 
 
2:00pm – Working in the global dairy industry - Saskia Korink, Chief Operating Officer, Genus ABS 
 
2:45pm – The future of Women in Dairy – Lisa Williams, Promar International and Emily Egan, 
RABDF 
 
3:00pm – Refreshments and finish 
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SPEAKER PROFILES 
Amanda Ball, Head of Marketing and Communications, AHDB Dairy 

Amanda was appointed as Head of Marketing and Communications 
for AHDB Dairy in December 2010, having joined AHDB Dairy 
(formerly DairyCo / the Milk Development Council) as Marketing 
Manager in September 2006.  

Amanda is responsible for promoting a positive perception of dairy 
farming among the general public and the organisation’s activities 
to promote AHDB Dairy tools and services to dairy farmers and 
other industry stakeholders. 

AHDB Dairy is a statutory levy-funded organisation that serves the milk sector in Great Britain. This 
not for profit organisation reports into the Agriculture and Horticulture Development Board (AHDB) 
a Non-Departmental Public Body whose role is to help improve the efficiency and competitiveness of 
agriculture and horticulture in the UK. 

 

Caroline Drummond, chief executive, LEAF 

Caroline Drummond is the Chief Executive of LEAF (Linking Environment 
And Farming) and has been running the farming and environmental charity 
since it started in 1991. She graduated in Agriculture and has broad 
practical agricultural experience gained from both the UK and overseas. 
Her work at LEAF focuses on encouraging more sustainable farming 
practices and building a better public trust and understanding of farming, 
food and the environment – values that she is personally extremely 
passionate about.  She is actively involved in many industry partnerships 
and initiatives. 
 
In the Queen’s Birthday Honours (2009) Caroline was awarded the MBE for 

services to the agricultural industry and has a Doctor of Science honoris causa (Hon DSc) from 
Harper Adams University, a Nuffield Scholarship (2013 – 2014) and was recently been awarded 
Honorary Fellowship for the Society of the Environment (2014). 
 
Caroline is on the council for the British Nutrition Foundation (2009 - ).  She is an invited member for 
the Agricultural Forum (2015 - ) and sits on the North Wyke Research Advisory Group. 
 
She has previously been a director for the Rothamsted Research Institute (2007 - 15) and a governor 
for the Royal Agricultural University, a trustee for CPRE (Council for the Protection for Rural 
England), and a director for IGER (the Institute of Grassland and Environment Research) and the 
Oxford Farming Conference (2002 – 2005) and Chairman for the 2005 Oxford Farming Conference.  
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She has sat on Defra’s Civil Society Advisory Board, Defra’s Red Tape Implementation Task Force and 
the Minister’s Green Food Project Steering Committee, among other industry and government 
initiatives.  
 
She is a Fellow of the Royal Agricultural Societies (FRAgS), a Fellow of the Institute of Agricultural 
Management, a Fellow of the Royal Society of Arts, a Fellow of the Society of Biologists and 
Chartered Environmentalist and a director for LEAF Marque. 
 
Caroline is married to a dairy farmer, Philip Ward and they have a young daughter, Gabrielle.   

 

 

Gwyn Jones, chairman AHDB Dairy 

 Gwyn Jones is a dairy farmer and has been farming in West Sussex for over 
30 years, running a 350 cow herd, with a 1.5 Megawatt Anaerobic Digester 
integrated in the farm business. A Nuffield Scholar and Fellow of the Royal 
Agricultural Society of England, Mr Jones also has a long history as an 
active member of the NFU holding National Office for several years as the 
NFU National Dairy Board chairman and then Vice President. 

Gwyn was born into a farming family in North Wales and trained as an 
engineer before returning to agriculture in Wales. He ran the beef and sheep units at Moulton 
College of Agriculture, before moving to West Sussex. 

Gwyn is Chairman of RUMA (Responsible Use of Medicines in Agriculture), Chairman of EPRUMA 
(The European equivalent of RUMA), an active member of the Farm Animal Welfare Council (FAWC), 
Vice Chairman of the COPA-Cogeca Animal Health and Welfare Working Group, member of the 
British Veterinary Association (BVA) Welfare and Ethics Group, and a member of the University of 
Surrey School of Veterinary Medicine’s External Liaison and Advisory Committee. 

 

Saskia Korink, Chief Operating Officer, Genus ABS 

As Chief Operating Officer, Saskia Korink is leading ABS Global to the 
top of bovine genetics across the globe and transforming how the 
industry utilizes genetics to help nourish the world. Before becoming 
COO, she served as Chief Marketing Officer at Genus plc—ABS Global’s 
parent company. Before joining the bovine genetics industry, Saskia 
spent a decade at Cargill Inc. in a handful of roles—but most recently as 
the Vice President of Marketing for their animal nutrition business; and 
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also spent several years at both Boston Consulting Group and Unilever.  

Saskia has a Master’s Degree in Physics from the University of Groningen and a Master’s of Business 
Administration from Columbia University. She has worked across Europe, Latin America, and North 
America, and in her free time enjoys travelling with her husband and three children, playing sports, 
and entertaining friends and family. 

 

Miriam Parker, Director Livestockwise Ltd 

Miriam is an Agricultural Scientist and after qualifying from Edinburgh 
spent a number of years in practical livestock management (milking 
cows!) and with the Scottish Agricultural Colleges. 

In 1987 she joined a UK based animal welfare charity, the Humane 
Slaughter Association as the Technical Director  undertaking a number 
of training and technology transfer projects to improve animal handling 
and slaughter methods. In 1989 she was granted a Nuffield Farming 
Scholarship and travelled to the USA to research animal handling 
systems and in 1995 she was awarded a Waitangi Fellowship to New 
Zealand, once again to study animal handling and system design.  Miriam is a livestock producer and 
served as member of the UK government advisory body, the Farm Animal Welfare Council for 10 
years and in 2006 was awarded an MBE for services to farming. She is currently on the board of 
Freedom Food and technical advisory groups for Assured British Meats and the Farm Safety 
Partnership.  

Livestockwise was established by Miriam in 2000 and provides specialist advice in the area of animal 
handling.   

Clients range from major retailers to individual slaughter plants and farmers and national 
governments and trade sector bodies to NGO’s.  

 

Tanya Robbins, Nuffield Scholar 

Tanya farms in Gloucestershire with husband Tom and daughters on a tenanted farm.  They started 
with 25 ewe lambs and now lamb 480 Lleyn x Easycare ewes breeding replacement ewes and 
finishing the lambs on fodder beet and stubble turnips over Winter.  The farm is in Higher Level 
Stewardship with Educational Access and takes part in Open Farm Sunday.  They also have a private 
environmental agreement with their landlord on land farmed within a Cotswold stone quarry. 
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In 2013 Tanya was awarded a UK Nuffield Farming Scholarship to study 
‘Innovative Women in Today’s Agriculture’ travelling to Isle of Man, 
Ireland, Canada, Norway, Kenya, Uganda & India.  Her report is published 
on www.nuffieldinternational.org and Tanya presented to the UK 
Nuffield Farming Trust conference in 2014. 

Presently Tanya is the chair of Gloucestershire National Farmers Union 
(NFU), an appointee to the NFU National Livestock Board, a Governor to 
her local primary school, on the committee of Gloucester Farmers 
Members Trust, Gloucestershire branch of the rural charity Royal 
Agricultural Benevolent Institute (R.A.B.I.), the Advisory committee for 
Moreton-in-Marsh Young Farmers Club and a steward for Moreton-in-

Marsh Show. 

 

Di Wastenage, Finalist in Farmers Weekly Dairy Farmer of the Year Award 2015 

Di Wastenage is a Director of a family farming business based in Devon 
& Cornwall. Wastenage Farms operates 4 block calving grazing dairy 
farms and an organic vegetable enterprise alongside the original family 
farming partnership who also milk cows and goats. Established in 2005, 
the business has invested heavily in the future of dairying progressing 
from share farming, cow hire and short term tenancies into farm 
ownership. In 2014 they were awarded the Devon Dairy Farmer & 
Farmer of the Year and are now shortlisted for the Farmers Weekly 
Dairy Farmer of the Year 2015.  

Di is passionate about the untapped potential of women in business and the skills, knowledge and 
experiences that we can bring to the Industry for the future. 

http://www.nuffieldinternational.org/
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